Welcome

Welcome to our second consultation event about the
former Debenhams building in Southsea, now known as
Handleys’ Corner.

We have reviewed the feedback
from the previous exhibition and
using this have now produced the
plans on display today.
Please do speak to a member of
the team if you have any questions
and we will be happy to answer
them.

We value your feedback, so please
fill in one of the feedback forms
available here today or visit the
Handleys’ Corner website to let us
know what you think.
Thank you.

If you would like to get in touch with us,
our contact details are:
0800 689 5209
info@handleyscorner.com
www.handleyscorner.com

About Us

National Regional Property Group’s offices on The Hard

We have brought together an experienced team of
consultants to work on the scheme to ensure that our
proposals are sensitive to the nature of Southsea.
National Regional Property Group
is a Portsmouth based developer,
which specialises in sustainable
and high-quality schemes.
Based on The Hard, we have
decades of experience working
on complex and challenging
sites, such as this one. We are
passionate about making sure
this site, which is key to the
redevelopment of the centre of
Southsea, is developed in the best
possible way.

To find out more about National
Regional Property Group, visit our
website at:
www.nationalregional.co.uk

HGP Architects has a reputation
built on nearly five decades of
inspired building design across
diverse sectors.
Established in 1968 on the South
Coast, the success of HGP’s
earliest projects in banking and
office development led to rapid
diversification into Marinas,
Residential and other sectors.
The work of the HGP team has
attracted industry recognition
in recent years with awards that
include The Times Conservation
Award and RICS Project of the Year
Award.
The iconic Spinnaker Tower, designed by HGP,
is rated among the nation’s top five buildings
people are most proud of.
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The Site
& its History
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The site is in the centre of Southsea, in a highly
sustainable location and faces onto Palmerston Road,
Osborne Road and Portland Road.
The site was originally home
to Handleys of Southsea which
opened in 1869 and was a
traditional department store.
Having been completely destroyed
during World War II, the current
building was built in the post-war
period on the same site.
In the 1970s, this store ceased to
be Handleys when it merged into
Debenhams. In recognition of this
part of Southsea’s history, we have
named our proposals “Handleys’
Corner.

Debenhams closed its doors for
the last time on the 19th January
2020 and a long-term, sustainable
and viable solution now needs to
be found for Handleys’ Corner.

The Handleys store in the pre-war period,
which was dated from c.1860s
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Site Analysis
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Our plans for the building seek to enhance this prime
location in the centre of Southsea.
The site is bordered to the east
by Palmerston Road, to the south
by Osborne Road and to the west
by Portland Road. There is also a
servicing route to the northern part
of the site along Tonbridge Street.

A cluster of extensions, added
at varying times and lacking in
cohesion, take up most of the
northern half of the site. These
buildings are largely of poor
quality and in need of removal.

The main part of the existing
department store is a large
building, that’s three storeys in
height and engages with the
public realm along Palmerston
Road, Osborne Road and Portland
Road. There are prominent
entrance features to these three
elevations.
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First Consultation
Event Feedback

We held our first consultation event on 31st January
where we displayed some early design ideas and
asked for feedback.
451 members of the public
attended the event and we
received feedback, on the day and
afterwards, from 152 people.
Several options for the site and
people were asked to choose any
they would be happy to see. The
results were as follows:
• Retail 93%
• Leisure 66%
• Residential 55%
• Food operators 43%
• Office space 39%

Several respondents also
requested that part of the site be
available for community use.
93% of respondents said that
they agreed with the principle of
redeveloping the site, 83% believed
the appearance of the building
could be improved and 66% would
be happy for the building to be
partly or entirely demolished.
Respondents were very keen
to ensure that we provided a
sufficient level of parking on site.
This feedback has been very
useful to the project team in
bringing together the plans.

• Hotel 27%
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Design
Development

Following further analysis of the existing buildings and
structure, our proposals incorporate a combination of
part demolition, part refurbishment and part new-build.
The vision is to deliver a
sensitively designed and highquality conversion to rejuvenate
Southsea’s town centre and create
a new destination location.

The intention is to preserve
key architectural assets such
as existing staircases, glazed
frontages, entrance vestibules etc.

Massing Diagrams
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Our Proposals

We are proposing to convert the existing building
into a mixed-use scheme of retail, open market and
affordable housing, and potentially community use.
The existing building facing onto
Palmerston Road and Osborne
Road will continue to be used for
either retail, leisure or community
use on the ground floor, with
approximately 90 homes on the
floors above. A courtyard will be
carved out of the existing first and
second floors to create a perimeter
block form whilst providing secure
overlooked amenity space in the
centre.

We will also be adding an
additional two floors to this part of
the building.
The Victorian-era part of the
building at the rear of the site
will be demolished and replaced
with a new apartment building
of approximately 50 affordable
homes.
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Design of
the building

The main building façade facing
onto Palmerston Road, Osborne
Road and Portland Road is to
be retained and a new façade
inserted around the newly formed
central amenity deck.

The new build elements will
be designed with a considered
material palette for the location
and follow the emerging trend for
buildings of high quality adding
to Portsmouth’s vision to create
a vibrant and successful town
centre.
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Transport, Parking
& Sustainability

The site is in a highly sustainable location in the centre
of Southsea. It is close to bus stops, shops and public
car parks.
It is also important to note that it
operated as a busy department
store for many years without any
public parking.
However, we understand that
parking is a key issue in Southsea.
That is why we are providing
between 80 and 90 additional car
parking spaces on the site, more
than the Portsmouth City Council
planning policy requirements.

As the building is in such a
sustainable location, both close to
bus stops and a large number of
amenities, not every resident will
own a car. Residents of the site
will be encouraged to travel via
public transport and on foot.
The conversion of the building, as
opposed to a full demolition and
rebuild, is also a more sustainable
solution. Sustainable building
materials will be used where
possible and appropriate, to
reduce the carbon footprint of the
building.
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Next Steps
& Feedback

Thank you for taking the time to attend our exhibition
today.
The views of the local community
are important to us. The feedback
from the first exhibition we held in
January was very useful and has
enabled us to finalise our plans for
Handleys’ Corner.
Please do let us know what you
think about the plans on display
today. You can do in the following
ways:
• Complete a feedback form today
and leave it with us
• Post a form to us at “Freepost
CONSULTATION REPLY”
• Email info@handleyscorner.com
• Call us on 0800 689 5209
We will analyse the feedback
received and use it as part of the
planning application.

Next Steps
Today:
Public Consultation
March:
Review feedback and finalise plans
April:
Submit plans to Portsmouth City
Council
April - May 2020:
Expected formal consultation
Summer 2020:
Determination expected by
Portsmouth City Council
Late 2020:
Start on site

The deadline for comment is:
Friday 20th March
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